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Clinical Guideline on Prescribing Dental Radiographs
Originating Committee

Ad Hoc Committee on Pedodontic Radiology

Review Council
Council on Clinical Affairs

Adopted
1981

Reaffirmed
1997

Revised
1992, 1995, 2001

The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD)
endorses the guidelines for prescribing dental radiographs
recommended by the Dental Radiographic Patient Selec-
tion Criteria Panel, US Department of Health and Human
Services.1*

These guidelines are contained within the table on the
next page. “The recommendations in this chart are subject
to clinical judgment and may not apply to every patient.
They are to be used by dentists only after reviewing the
patient’s health history and completing a clinical examina-
tion. The recommendations do not need to be altered
because of pregnancy.”

References
1. Joseph LP. The selection of patients for x-ray examina-

tions: Dental radiographic examinations. Rockville, Md:
The Dental Radiographic Patient Selection Criteria
Panel, DHHS, Center for Devices and Radiological
Health; 1987. HHS Publication No. FDA 88-8273.

*Guideline undergoing revision by the American Dental Association
(ADA) and Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
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